
Lenten Meditations

Based on Lesser Feasts and Fasts
by the Rev. Nicholas R. Henderson

The Collect of Lent

To be said every day in Lent before the collect for the week until Palm Sunday.

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those
who are penitent; Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and
acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Ash Wednesday 3/9 through Saturday 3/12

Collect  for the Week – None.

Ash Wednesday 3/9

St. Matthew vi. 16. 

WHEN ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may
appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But thou, when thou fastest, anoint
thine head, and wash thy face; that thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret:
and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth,
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:
for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

Am I laying up treasurers in heaven, or on earth?

Thursday 3/10

 Matthew 9:10-17 

And it came to pass,  as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners came and sa t down
with him and his disciples. And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master
with publicans and sinners? But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a
physician, but they that are sick. But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice:
for I am not come to call the righteous, but  sinners to repentance. Then came to him the disciples of John,
saying, Why do we and the Pharisees fast oft , but thy disciples fast not? And Jesus said unto them, Can the
children of the bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them? but the days will come, when the
bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then shall they fast. No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old
garment, for  that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the garment, and the rent is made worse. Neither do
men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but
they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved.



Do I sometimes try to put the “new wine” of the Gospel into the “old bottles” of my old ways of thinking?

Friday 3/11

Luke 9:18-25

And it came to pass, as he was alone praying, his disciples were with him: and he asked them, saying, Whom
say the people that I am? They answering said, John the Baptist; but some say, Elias; and others say, that one
of the old prophets is risen again. He said unto them, But whom say ye that I am? Peter answering said, The
Christ of God. And he straitly charged them, and commanded them to tell no man that thing; Saying, The Son
of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and
be raised the third day. And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross daily, and follow me. For  whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life
for my sake, the same shall save it. For what is a  man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself,
or be cast away? 

What crosses do I bear for Christ?
Saturday 3/12

Luke 5:27-32

And after these things he went forth, and saw a publican, named Levi, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he
said unto him, Follow me. And he left all, rose up, and followed him. And Levi made him a great feast in his
own house: and there was a great company of publicans and of others that sat down with them. But their
scribes and Pharisees murmured against his disciples, saying, Why do ye eat and drink with publicans and
sinners? And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are whole need not a physician; but they that are sick.
I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

Do I need the Great Physician, or am I doing okay on my own?

The week of Lent I

Collect of the Week, to be said after the Collect of Lent.

O LORD, who for our  sake didst fast forty days and forty nights; Give us grace to use such abstinence,
that, our flesh being subdued to the Spirit we may ever obey thy godly motions in righteousness, and true
holiness, to thy honour  and glory, who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God,
world without end. Amen.

The First Sunday in Lent 3/13 

THEN was Jesus led up of the spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. And when he had fasted
forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred. And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou
be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. But he answered and said, It is written, Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. Then the devil taketh
him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, and saith unto him, If thou be the Son
of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands
they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. Jesus said unto him, It is written
again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain,



and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; and saith unto him, All these things will
I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.  Then the devil leaveth him, and,
behold, angels came and ministered unto him. 

What temptations have I resisted recently?

Monday 3/14

Matthew 25:31-46

When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne
of his glory: And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a
shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the
left. Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father,  inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world: For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty,
and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited
me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we
thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in?
or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall
answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these
my brethren, ye have done it unto me. Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no
meat: I was thirsty,  and ye gave me no drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked,  and ye clothed
me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw
we thee an hungred, or athirst, or  a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in pr ison, and did not  minister  unto thee?
Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least  of these,
ye did it not to me. And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal. 

Which group do I think I belong in?  Those on the right hand or the left?  Why?

Tuesday 3/15

Matthew 6:7-15

But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their
much speaking. Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before
ye ask him. After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses. 

Is there anyone whom I have not forgiven?  



Wednesday 3/16

Luke 11:29-32

And when the people were gathered thick together, he began to say, This is an evil generation: they seek a sign;
and there shall no sign be given it, but the sign of Jonas the prophet. For as Jonas was a sign unto the Ninevites,
so shall also the Son of man be to this generation. The queen of the south shall r ise up in the judgment with the
men of this generation, and condemn them: for she came from the utmost parts of the earth to hear  the wisdom
of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here. The men of Nineve shall rise up in the judgment with
this generation, and shall condemn it: for they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than
Jonas is here. 

Is there anything of which I need to repent?

Thursday 3/17

Matthew 7:7-12

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one
that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. Or what man is
there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a
serpent? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your
Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him? Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that
men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets. 

Do I treat others as I would have them treat me?

Friday 3/18

Matthew 5:20-26

For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees,
ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. Ye have heard that  it was said by them of old time, Thou
shalt not kill;  and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That whosoever
is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his
brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool,  shall be in danger of hell
fire.  Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that  thy brother hath ought against thee;
Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer
thy gift. Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary
deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. Verily I say unto
thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing. 

Is there anyone with whom I need to reconcile?



Saturday 3/19

Matthew 5:43-48

Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you,
Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which
despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for  he
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love
them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren
only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect , even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfect.

Do I really love my enemies?

The week of Lent II

Collect of the Week, to be said after the Collect of Lent

ALMIGHTY God, who seest that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves; Keep us both outwardly
in our bodies, and inwardly in our souls; that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to
the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our  Lord. Amen.

The Second Sunday in Lent 3/20

St. Matthew xv. 21. 

JESUS went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. And, behold, a woman of Canaan came
out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou son of David; my daughter
is grievously vexed with a devil. But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him,
saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us. But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep
of the house of Israel. Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. But he answered and said,
It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs. And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of
the crumbs which fall from their masters' table. Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy
faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour. 

Do I approach God humbly?

Monday 3/21

Luke 6:27-38

But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you, Bless them that curse you,
and pray for them which despitefully use you. And unto him that  smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the
other; and him that taketh away thy cloke forbid not to take thy coat also. Give to every man that  asketh of
thee; and of him that taketh away thy goods ask them not again. And as ye would that men should do to you,
do ye also to them likewise. For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those
that love them. And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even



the same. And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to
sinners, to receive as much again. But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again;
and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful
and to the evil. Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. Judge not, and ye shall not be judged:
condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: Give, and it shall be given unto
you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For
with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. 

Do I judge others?

Tuesday 3/22

Matthew 23:1-12

Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples, Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’
seat: All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for
they say, and do not. For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s shoulders;
but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. But all their works they do for to be seen of
men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments, And love the uppermost
rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men,
Rabbi, Rabbi. But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. And
call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. Neither be ye called masters:
for one is your Master, even Christ. But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. And whosoever
shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted. 

How do I react when others treat me as a servant?

Wednesday 3/23

Matthew 20:17-28

And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the twelve disciples apart in the way, and said unto them, Behold, we
go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto the chief pr iests and unto the scribes, and they
shall condemn him to death, And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him:
and the third day he shall rise again. Then came to him the mother of Zebedee’s children with her sons,
worshipping him, and desiring a certain thing of him. And he said unto her,  What wilt thou? She saith unto him,
Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom. But
Jesus answered and said,  Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that  I shall drink of,  and
to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able. And he saith unto
them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with: but to sit on
my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my
Father. And when the ten heard it, they were moved with indignation against the two brethren. But Jesus called
them unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that
are great exercise authority upon them. But it  shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great  among
you, let him be your minister; And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: Even as the
Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 

Do I seek power over others?



Thursday 3/24

Luke 16:19-31

There was a  certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day:
And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, And desiring to be
fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. And
it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also
died, and was buried; And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar  off, and
Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he
may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said,
Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things,  and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now
he is comforted, and thou ar t tormented. And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so
that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from
thence. Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father’s house: For I have
five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. Abraham saith unto
him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went
unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead. 

Do I respond to human need?

Friday 3/25

Matthew 21:33-43

Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, which planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about,
and digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far  country: And
when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits
of it. And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another. Again, he
sent other servants more than the first: and they did unto them likewise. But last of all he sent unto them his
son, saying, They will reverence my son. But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among themselves,
This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance. And they caught him, and cast him
out of the vineyard, and slew him. When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will he do unto those
husbandmen? They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those wicked men, and will let out his vineyard
unto other husbandmen, which shall render him the fruits in their seasons. Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never
read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected,  the same is become the head of the corner: this
is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be
taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 

Do I gladly give God His due?

Saturday 3/26

Luke 15:11-32

And he said, A certain man had two sons: And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the
portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living. And not many days after the younger
son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous



living. And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want. And
he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he
would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. And when he
came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, and I perish
with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and
before thee, And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.  And he arose,
and came to his father.  But when he was yet a great way off,  his fa ther saw him, and had compassion, and ran,
and fell on his neck, and kissed him. And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in
thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. But the fa ther said to his servants, Bring forth the best
robe,  and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: And bring hither the fatted calf, and
kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost,  and is found. And
they began to be merry. Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard
musick and dancing. And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant. And he said unto
him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and
sound. And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and intreated him. And he
answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy
commandment: and yet thou never  gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends: But as soon as
this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf. And
he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine. It was meet that we should make
merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found. 

What is my attitude toward repentant sinners?

The week of Lent III

Collect of the Week, to be said after the Collect of Lent.

WE beseech thee, Almighty God, look upon the hearty desires of thy humble servants, and stretch forth the
right hand of thy Majesty, to be our defence against all our  enemies; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Third Sunday in Lent 3/27

St. Luke xi. 14. 

JESUS was casting out a devil, and it was dumb. And it came to pass, when the devil was gone out, the dumb
spake; and the people wondered. But some of them said, He casteth out devils through Beelzebub the chief of
the devils. And others, tempting him, sought of him a sign from heaven. But he, knowing their thoughts, said
unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and a house divided against a house
falleth. If Satan also be divided against himself, how shall his kingdom stand? because ye say that I cast out
devils through Beelzebub. And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your sons cast them out?
therefore shall they be your judges. But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of God
is come upon you. When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace: but when a stronger
than he shall come upon him,  and overcome him, he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted, and
divideth his spoils. He that is not with me is against me: and he that gathereth not with me scattereth. When
the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places,  seeking rest; and finding none, he saith,
I will return unto my house whence I came out. And when he cometh, he findeth it swept and garnished. Then
goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits more wicked than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there:
and the last state of that man is worse than the first. And it came to pass, as he spake these things, a certain



woman of the company lifted up her voice, and said unto him, Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps
which thou hast sucked. But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it. 

Is it enough to get rid of a bad habit or is something more required?

Monday 3/28

Luke 4:23-30

And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have
heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thy country. And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is
accepted in his own country. But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when
the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great  famine was throughout all the land; But unto
none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. And many
lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the
Syrian. And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath, And rose up, and
thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might
cast him down headlong. But he passing through the midst of them went his way.

Do I value the spiritual insights of those closest to me?

Tuesday 3/29

Matthew 18:21-35

Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven
times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven. Therefore
is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take account of his servants. And when he
had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents. But forasmuch as he
had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife,  and children, and all that he had, and payment
to be made. The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and
I will pay thee all. Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him
the debt. But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, which owed him an hundred
pence: and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest. And his
fellowservant fell down at  his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all.
And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt. So when his fellowservants
saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done. Then his lord,
after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou
desiredst me: Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee?
And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him. So
likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother
their trespasses. 

Am I holding a resentment against  anyone?



Wednesday 3/30

Matthew 5:17-19

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily
I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be
fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall
be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called
great in the kingdom of heaven. 

Thursday 4/1

Luke 11:14-23

And he was casting out a devil, and it was dumb. And it came to pass,  when the devil was gone out, the dumb
spake; and the people wondered. But some of them said, He casteth out devils through Beelzebub the chief of
the devils. And others, tempting him, sought of him a sign from heaven. But he, knowing their thoughts, said
unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and a house divided against a house
falleth. If Satan also be divided against himself, how shall his kingdom stand? because ye say that I cast out
devils through Beelzebub. And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your sons cast them out?
therefore shall they be your judges. But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of God
is come upon you. When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace: But when a stronger
than he shall come upon him,  and overcome him, he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted, and
divideth his spoils. He that is not with me is against me: and he that gathereth not with me scattereth. 

Am I gathering with Jesus?

Friday 4/2

Mark 12:28-34

And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had answered
them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all? And Jesus answered him, The first of all the
commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our  God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first
commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none
other commandment greater than these. And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth:
for there is one God; and there is none other but he: And to love him with all the heart, and with all the
understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more
than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto
him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. And no man after that durst ask him any question. 

Do I love my neighbor as myself?



Saturday 4/3

Luke 18:9-14

And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised
others: Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a  publican. The Phar isee
stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust,
adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. And the publican,
standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God
be merciful to me a sinner. I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every
one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 

Do I judge myself as better than others?

The week of Lent IV

Collect of the Week, to be said after the Collect of Lent.

GRANT, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that we, who for our evil deeds do worthily deserve to be punished,
by the comfort of thy grace may mercifully be relieved; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Fourth Sunday in Lent 3/27

St. John vi. 1. 

JESUS went over the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias. And a great multitude followed him, because
they saw his miracles which he did on them that were diseased. And Jesus went up into a mountain, and there
he sat with his disciples. And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh. When Jesus then lifted up his eyes,
and saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat?
And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what he would do. Philip answered him, Two hundred
pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a litt le. One of his disciples,
Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith unto him, There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two
small fishes: but what are they among so many? And Jesus sa id, Make the men sit down. Now there was much
grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. And Jesus took the loaves; and when
he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise
of the fishes as much as they would. When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments
that remain, that nothing be lost. Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the
fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten. Then those men,
when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the
world. 

Do I share what I have of this world’s goods with those in need?

Monday 4/4

John 4:43-54

Now after two days he departed thence, and went into Galilee. For Jesus himself testified, that a prophet hath
no honour in his own country. Then when he was come into Galilee, the Galilaeans received him, having seen



all the things that he did at Jerusalem at the feast: for they also went unto the feast. So Jesus came again into
Cana of Galilee, where he made the water wine. And there was a certain nobleman, whose son was sick a t
Capernaum. When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judaea into Galilee, he went  unto him, and besought
him that he would come down, and heal his son: for he was at the point  of death. Then said Jesus unto him,
Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe. The nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down ere my
child die. Jesus sa ith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. And the man believed the word that Jesus had
spoken unto him, and he went his way. And as he was now going down, his servants met him, and told him,
saying, Thy son liveth. Then enquired he of them the hour when he began to amend. And they said unto him,
Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him. So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the which
Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth: and himself believed, and his whole house. This is again the second miracle
that Jesus did, when he was come out of Judaea into Galilee. 

Do I need to see signs and wonders before I will believe?

Tuesday 4/5

John 5:1-18

After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is a t Jerusalem by the sheep
market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a great
multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel went
down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water : whosoever then first after the troubling of the
water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. And a certain man was there, which had an
infirmity thirty and eight years.  When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that
case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when
the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. Jesus
saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his
bed, and walked: and on the same day was the sabbath. The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, It is
the sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed. He answered them, He that made me whole,  the same
said unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk. Then asked they him, What man is that which said unto thee, Take
up thy bed, and walk? And he that was healed wist not who it was: for Jesus had conveyed himself away, a
multitude being in that place. Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art
made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee. The man departed, and told the Jews that it was
Jesus, which had made him whole. And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay him, because
he had done these things on the sabbath day. But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto,  and I
work. Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also
that God was his Father, making himself equal with God. 

Do I want to be made whole?

Wednesday 4/6

John 5:19-29

Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself,
but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. For the
Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than
these, that ye may marvel. For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son
quickeneth whom he will. For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: That



all men should honour the Son,  even as they honour the Father.  He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not
the Father which hath sent him. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.
Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son
of God: and they that hear shall live. For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have
life in himself; And hath given him authority to execute judgment also,  because he is the Son of man. Marvel
not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come
forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection
of damnation. 

Do I hear Jesus word?  Do I believe on Him who sent Jesus?

Thursday 4/7

John 5:30-47

I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear,  I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will,
but the will of the Father which hath sent me. If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true. There is
another that beareth witness of me; and I know that the witness which he witnesseth of me is true. Ye sent unto
John, and he bare witness unto the truth. But I receive not testimony from man: but these things I say, that ye
might be saved. He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light.
But I have greater witness than that of John: for  the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same
works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father  hath sent me. And the Father himself, which hath sent me,
hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor  seen his shape.  And ye have not his
word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye
have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.
I receive not honour from men. But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you. I am come in my
Father’s name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive. How can ye
believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only? Do not think
that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. For had ye
believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall
ye believe my words? 

Do I bear witness to Jesus?

Friday 4/8

John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30

After these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill him.
Now the Jews’ feast of tabernacles was at hand.  But when his brethren were gone up, then went he also up
unto the feast,  not openly, but as it were in secret.  Then said some of them of Jerusalem, Is not this he, whom
they seek to kill? But, lo, he speaketh boldly, and they say nothing unto him. Do the rulers know indeed that
this is the very Christ? Howbeit we know this man whence he is: but when Christ cometh, no man knoweth
whence he is. Then cried Jesus in the temple as he taught, saying, Ye both know me, and ye know whence I am:
and I am not come of myself, but  he that sent me is true, whom ye know not. But I know him: for I am from
him, and he hath sent me. Then they sought to take him: but no man laid hands on him, because his hour was
not yet come. 



Do I speak openly of Jesus?

Saturday 4/9

John 7:37-52

In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto
me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scr ipture hath said,  out of his belly shall flow rivers of living
water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was
not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) Many of the people therefore, when they heard this
saying, said, Of a truth this is the Prophet. Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, Shall Christ come
out of Galilee? Hath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the seed of David, and out of the town of
Bethlehem, where David was? So there was a division among the people because of him. And some of them
would have taken him; but no man laid hands on him. Then came the officers to the chief priests and Pharisees;
and they said unto them, Why have ye not brought him? The officers answered, Never man spake like this man.
Then answered them the Pharisees, Are ye also deceived? Have any of the rulers or  of the Pharisees believed
on him? But this people who knoweth not the law are cursed. Nicodemus saith unto them, (he that came to
Jesus by night, being one of them,) Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him, and know what he doeth?
They answered and said unto him, Art thou also of Ga lilee? Search, and look: for out  of Galilee ariseth no
prophet. 

Do I judge people without knowing all about them?

The week of Lent V

Collect of the Week, to be said after the Collect of Lent.

WE beseech thee, Almighty God, mercifully to look upon thy people; that by thy great goodness they may be
governed and preserved evermore, both in body and soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 4/10

St. John viii. 46. 

JESUS said, Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me? He that is
of God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God. Then answered the Jews,
and said unto him, Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil? Jesus answered, I have not a
devil; but I honour my Father, and ye do dishonour me. And I seek not mine own glory: there is one that seeketh
and judgeth. Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death. Then said the
Jews unto him, Now we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and thou sayest, If
a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of death. Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is dead?
and the prophets are dead: whom makest thou thyself? Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour is
nothing: it is my Father that honoureth me; of whom ye say,  that he is your  God: yet ye have not known him;
but I know him: and if I should say, I know him not, I shall be a liar like unto you; but I know him, and keep
his saying. Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad. Then said the Jews unto
him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say
unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went
out of the temple. 



Do I keep Jesus’ teachings?

Monday 4/11

John 8:1-20

Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people
came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them. And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman
taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst,  They say unto him, Master, this  woman was taken
in adultery, in the very act. Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest
thou? This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his
finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. So when they continued asking him, he lifted up
himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. And again he
stooped down, and wrote on the ground. And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience,
went out one by one, beginning at the eldest,  even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman
standing in the midst. When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her,
Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus
said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more. Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am
the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. The
Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou bearest record of thyself; thy record is not true. Jesus answered and
said unto them, Though I bear record of myself, yet my record is true: for I know whence I came, and whither
I go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither I go. Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man. And yet if
I judge, my judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me. It is also written in your law,
that the testimony of two men is true. I am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent me beareth
witness of me. Then said they unto him, Where is thy Father? Jesus answered, Ye neither know me, nor my
Father: if ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also. These words spake Jesus in the treasury,
as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet come. 

Do I condemn others?

Tuesday 4/12

John 8:21-30

Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins: whither I go,
ye cannot come. Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself? because he saith, Whither  I go, ye cannot come. And
he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world. I said
therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.
Then said they unto him, Who art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that I said unto you from
the beginning. I have many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the
world those things which I have heard of him. They understood not that he spake to them of the Father.  Then
said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do
nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. And he that sent me is with me: the
Father hath not left me alone; for  I do always those things that  please him. As he spake these words, many
believed on him. 

Do I believe that Jesus’ speaks the Father’s words?



Wednesday 4/13

John 8:31-42

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples
indeed; And ye shall know the truth,  and the truth shall make you free. They answered him, We be Abraham’s
seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? Jesus answered them,
Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. And the servant abideth not in
the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.
I know that ye are Abraham’s seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no place in you. I speak that
which I have seen with my Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with your father . They answered and said
unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do the works
of Abraham. But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God: this
did not Abraham. Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we
have one Father, even God. Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded
forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. 

Do I love Jesus?

Thursday 4/14

John 8:51-59

Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death. Then said the Jews unto him,
Now we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and thou sayest,  If a man keep my
saying, he shall never taste of death. Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? and the prophets
are dead: whom makest thou thyself? Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour is nothing: it is  my Father
that honoureth me; of whom ye say, that he is your God: Yet ye have not known him; but I know him: and if
I should say, I know him not, I shall be a liar like unto you: but I know him, and keep his saying. Your father
Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad. Then said the Jews unto him, Thou ar t not yet
fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before
Abraham was, I am. Then took they up stones to cast at  him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple,
going through the midst of them, and so passed by. 

What does “Before Abraham was, I am” mean?  Do I really believe this?  

Friday 4/15

John 10:31-42

Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed you
from my Father; for which of those works do ye stone me? The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work
we stone thee not; but for  blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God. Jesus answered
them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God
came, and the scripture cannot be broken; Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the
world, Thou blasphemest; because I said,  I am the Son of God? If I do not the works of my Father, believe me
not. But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father
is in me, and I in him. Therefore they sought again to take him: but he escaped out of their hand, And went
away again beyond Jordan into the place where John at first baptized; and there he abode. And many resorted



unto him, and said, John did no miracle: but all things that John spake of this man were true. And many
believed on him there. 

Did Jesus really claim to the be Son of God?  If that was not true, was He blasphemer?

Saturday 4/16

John 11:45-53

Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him. But
some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, and told them what things Jesus had done. Then gathered the
chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, What do we? for this man doeth many miracles. If we let
him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and
nation. And one of them, named Caiaphas , being the high priest that same year,  said unto them, Ye know
nothing at all,  Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the
whole nation perish not. And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied that
Jesus should die for that nation; And not for that nation only, but that also he should gather together in one the
children of God that were scattered abroad. Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put him
to death. 

Do I ever let expediency rule my moral judgments?

Holy Week

Palm Sunday 4/17

The Collect

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who, of thy tender love towards mankind, hast sent thy Son, our Saviour
Jesus Christ, to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer death upon the cross, that all mankind should follow the
example of his great humility;  Mercifully grant, that we may both follow the example of his patience, and also
be made partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

This Collect is to be said every day, after the Collect appointed for the day, until Good Friday.

St. Matthew xxvii. 1. 

WHEN the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put
him to death: and when they had bound him, they led him away, and delivered him to Pontius Pilate the
governor. Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and
brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders,  saying, I have sinned in that I have
betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that  to us? see thou to that. And he cast down the pieces
of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself. And the chief priests took the silver pieces,
and said, It  is not lawful for  to put them into the treasury, because it is the price of blood. And they took
counsel, and bought with them the potter's field, to bury strangers in. Wherefore that field was called, The field
of blood, unto this day. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet,  saying, And they took
the thirty pieces of silver, the pr ice of him that was valued, whom they of the children of Israel did value; and
gave them for the potter's field,  as the Lord appointed me. And Jesus stood before the governor: and the
governor asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest.  And when



he was accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing. Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou
not how many things they witness against thee? And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the
governor marvelled grea tly. Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto the people a prisoner,
whom they would. And they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas. Therefore when they were gathered
together, Pilate said unto them, Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called
Christ? For he knew that for envy they had delivered him. When he was set down on the judgment-seat, his wife
sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many things this day in
a dream because of him. But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should ask Barabbas,
and destroy Jesus. The governor answered and said unto them, Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto
you? They said, Barabbas. Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ? They
all say unto him, Let him be crucified. And the governor said, Why, what evil hath he done? But they cried out
the more, saying, Let him be crucified. When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult
was made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this
just person: see ye to it. Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and on our children. Then
released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. Then the
soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the common hall, and gathered unto him the whole band of soldiers.
And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe. And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put
it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying,
Hail, King of the Jews! And they spit upon him, and took the reed, and smote him on the head. And after that
they had mocked him, they took the robe off from him, and put his own raiment on him, and led him away to
crucify him. And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they compelled to bear
his cross. And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull, they gave
him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink. And they crucified
him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet,  They
parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots. And sitting down they watched him
there; and set up over his head his accusation written, THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. Then were
there two thieves crucified with him, one on the right hand, and another on the left. And they that passed by
reviled him, wagging their heads,  and saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save
thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross. Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with
the scribes and elders, sa id, He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now
come down from the cross, and we will believe him. He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have
him: for he said, I am the Son of God. The thieves a lso, which were crucified with him, cast the same in his
teeth. Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour. And about the ninth
hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli,  lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why
hast thou forsaken me? Some of them that stood there, when they heard that, said, This man calleth for Elias.
And straightway one of them ran, and took a spunge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave
him to drink. The rest said,  Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save him. Jesus, when he had cried
again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the
top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent;  and the graves were opened; and many bodies
of the saints which slept arose, and came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city,
and appeared unto many. Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus,  saw the
earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God. 

Have you ever felt “God forsaken?”



Monday before Easter 4/18

The Collect. 

ALMIGHTY God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory
before he was crucified; Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than
the way of life and peace; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gospel. St. Mark xiv. 1. 

AFTER two days was the feast of the passover,  and of unleavened bread: and the chief priests and the scribes
sought how they might take him by craft , and put him to death. But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there
be an uproar of the people.  And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at meat, there came
a woman having an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very precious; and she brake the box, and poured
it on his head. And there were some that had indignation within themselves, and said, Why was this waste of
the ointment made? for it might have been sold for more than three hundred pence, and have been given to the
poor. And they murmured against her. And Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath wrought
a good work on me. For ye have the poor with you always,  and whensoever ye will ye may do them good: but
me ye have not always. She hath done what she could: she is come aforehand to anoint my body to the burying.
Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached throughout the whole world, this also that
she hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her. And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went unto the
chief priests, to betray him unto them. And when they heard it, they were glad, and promised to give him
money. And he sought how he might conveniently betray him. And the first day of unleavened bread, when they
killed the passover, his disciples said unto him, Where wilt thou that we go and prepare that thou mayest eat
the passover? And he sendeth forth two of his disciples, and saith unto them, Go ye into the city, and there shall
meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water: follow him. And wheresoever he shall go in, say ye to the goodman
of the house, The Master saith, Where is the guestchamber, where I shall eat the passover with my disciples?
And he will shew you a large upper room furnished and prepared: there make ready for us. And his disciples
went forth, and came into the city, and found as he had said unto them: and they made ready the passover.  And
in the evening he cometh with the twelve. And as they sat and did eat, Jesus said, Verily I say unto you, One
of you which eateth with me shall betray me. And they began to be sorrowful, and to say unto him one by one,
Is it I? and another said, Is it I? And he answered and sa id unto them, It  is one of the twelve, that dippeth with
me in the dish. The Son of man indeed goeth, as it is  written of him: but woe to that man by whom the Son of
man is betrayed! good were it for that man if he had never been born.  And as they did eat, Jesus took bread,
and blessed, and brake it, and gave to them, and said, Take, eat: this is my body. And he took the cup, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them: and they all drank of it. And he said unto them, This is my blood
of the new testament, which is shed for many. Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more of the fruit of the
vine, until that day that I drink it new in the kingdom of God. And when they had sung an hymn, they went out
into the mount of Olives. And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it
is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered. But after that I am risen, I will go before
you into Galilee. But  Peter said unto him, Although all shall be offended, yet will not I. And Jesus saith unto
him, Verily I say unto thee, That this day, even in this night, before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me
thrice. But he spake the more vehemently, If I should die with thee, I will not deny thee in any wise. Likewise
also said they all. And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane: and he saith to his disciples, Sit
ye here, while I shall pray. And he taketh with him Peter and James and John, and began to be sore amazed,
and to be very heavy; and saith unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch.
And he went forward a litt le, and fell on the ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass
from him. And he said. Abba, Father,  all things are possible unto thee; take away this cup from me:
nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt. And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto



Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? couldest not thou watch one hour? Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into
temptation.  The spirit  truly is ready, but the flesh is weak. And again he went away,  and prayed, and spake the
same words. And when he returned, he found them asleep again, (for their eyes were heavy,) neither wist they
what to answer him. And he cometh the third time, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: it
is enough, the hour is come; behold, the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise up, let us go;
lo, he that betrayeth me is at hand. And immediately, while he yet spake, cometh Judas, one of the twelve, and
with him a great multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders. And
he that betrayed him had given them a token, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he; take him, and
lead him away safely. And as soon as he was come, he goeth straightway to him, and saith, Master, master;
and kissed him. And they laid their hands on him, and took him. And one of them that stood by drew a sword,
and smote a servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear. And Jesus answered and said unto them, Are ye come
out, as against a thief, with swords and with staves, to take me? I was daily with you in the temple teaching,
and ye took me not: but the scr iptures must be fulfilled. And they all forsook him, and fled. And there followed
him a certain young man, having a linen cloth cast about his naked body; and the young men laid hold on him:
and he left the linen cloth, and fled from them naked. And they led Jesus away to the high priest: and with him
were assembled all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes. And Peter followed him afar off, even into
the palace of the high priest: and he sat with the servants, and warmed himself at the fire. And the chief priests
and all the council sought for witness against Jesus to put him to death; and found none. For many bare false
witness against him, but their witness agreed not together. And there arose certain, and bare false witness
against him, saying, We heard him say, I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and within three days
I will build another made without hands. But neither so did their witness agree together.  And the high priest
stood up in the midst, and asked Jesus, saying, Answerest thou nothing? what is it which these witness against
thee? But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him, and said unto him, Art thou
the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right
hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.  Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, What need
we any further witnesses? ye have heard the blasphemy: what think ye? And they all condemned him to be
guilty of death. And some began to spit on him, and to cover his face, and to buffet him, and to say unto him,
Prophesy: and the servants did strike him with the palms of their  hands. And as Peter was beneath in the palace,
there cometh one of the maids of the high priest: and when she saw Peter warming himself,  she looked upon
him, and said, And thou also wast with Jesus of Nazareth. But  he denied, saying, I know not,  neither
understand I what thou sayest. And he went out into the porch; and the cock crew. And a maid saw him again,
and began to say to them that stood by, This is one of them. And he denied it again. And a little after, they that
stood by said again to Peter,  Surely thou art  one of them: for thou art a Galilaean, and thy speech agreeth
thereto. But he began to curse and to swear, saying, I know not this man of whom ye speak. And the second
time the cock crew. And Peter called to mind the word that Jesus said unto him, Before the cock crow twice,
thou shalt deny me thrice. And when he thought thereon, he wept.

Do I ever deny Christ?

Tuesday before Easter 4/19 

The Collect. 
 

O LORD God, whose blessed Son, our  Saviour, gave his back to the smiters and hid not  his face from shame;
Grant us grace to take joyfully the sufferings of the present time, in full assurance of the glory that shall be
revealed; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

St. Mark xv. 1. 



AND straightway in the morning the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole
council, and bound Jesus, and carried him away, and delivered him to Pila te. And Pilate asked him, Art thou
the King of the Jews? And he answering sa id unto him, Thou sayest it.  And the chief priests accused him of
many things: but he answered nothing. And Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerest thou nothing? behold
how many things they witness against thee. But Jesus yet answered nothing; so that Pilate marvelled. Now at
that feast he released unto them one prisoner, whomsoever they desired. And there was one named Barabbas,
which lay bound with them that had made insurrection with him, who had committed murder in the insurrection.
And the multitude crying aloud began to desire him to do as he had ever done unto them. But Pilate answered
them, saying, Will ye that I release unto you the King of the Jews? For he knew that the chief priests had
delivered him for envy. But the chief priests moved the people, that he should rather release Barabbas unto
them. And Pilate answered and said again unto them, What will ye then that I shall do unto him whom ye call
the King of the Jews? And they cried out again, Crucify him. Then Pilate said unto them, Why, what evil hath
he done? And they cried out the more exceedingly, Crucify him. And so Pilate, willing to content the people,
released Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he had scourged him, to be crucified. And the soldiers
led him away into the hall,  called Praetorium; and they call together the whole band. And they clothed him with
purple, and platted a crown of thorns, and put it about his head, and began to salute him, Hail,  King of the
Jews! And they smote him on the head with a reed, and did spit upon him, and bowing their knees worshipped
him. And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple from him, and put his own clothes on him, and
led him out to crucify him. And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out of the country,
the father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear his cross. And they bring him unto the place Golgotha, which is,
being interpreted, The place of a skull. And they gave him to drink wine mingled with myrrh: but he received
it not. And when they had crucified him, they parted his garments, casting lots upon them, what every man
should take. And it was the third hour, and they crucified him. And the superscription of his accusation was
written over, THE KING OF THE JEWS. And with him they crucify two thieves; the one on his right hand,
and the other  on his left . And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith,  And he was numbered with the
transgressors. And they that passed by railed on him, wagging their heads,  and saying, Ah, thou that destroyest
the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself, and come down from the cross. Likewise also the chief
priests mocking said among themselves with the scribes, He saved others; himself he cannot save. Let Christ
the King of Israel descend now from the cross, that we may see and believe. And they that were crucified with
him reviled him. And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth
hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being
interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? And some of them that stood by, when they heard
it, said, Behold, he calleth Elias.  And one ran and filled a spunge full of vinegar, and put it  on a reed, and gave
him to drink, saying, Let alone; let us see whether Elias will come to take him down. And Jesus cried with a
loud voice, and gave up the ghost. And the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom. And
when the centurion, which stood over against him, saw that he so cried out, and gave up the ghost, he said,
Truly this man was the Son of God. 

Is Jesus the King of  my life?

Wednesday before Easter 4/20

The Collect

ASSIST us mercifully with thy help, O Lord God of our salvation; that we may enter with joy upon the
meditation of those mighty acts, whereby thou hast given unto us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

The Gospel. St. Luke xxii. 1. 



NOW the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is ca lled the Passover. And the chief pr iests and scribes
sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot,
being of the number of the twelve. And he went his way, and communed with the chief priests and captains,
how he might betray him unto them. And they were glad, and covenanted to give him money. And he promised,
and sought opportunity to betray him unto them in the absence of the multitude. Then came the day of
unleavened bread, when the passover must be killed. And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare us
the passover, that we may eat. And they said unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare? And he said unto
them, Behold, when ye are entered into the city, there shall a man meet you, bearing a pitcher of water; follow
him into the house where he entereth in. And ye shall say unto the goodman of the house, The Master saith unto
thee, Where is the guestchamber, where I shall eat the passover with my disciples? And he shall shew you a
large upper room furnished: there make ready. And they went, and found as he had said unto them: and they
made ready the passover. And when the hour was come, he sat down, and the twelve apostles with him. And
he said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer: for I say unto you,
I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God. And he took the cup, and gave
thanks, and said, Take this,  and divide it among yourselves: for  I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of
the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come. And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto
them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me. Likewise also the cup
after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you. But, behold, the hand
of him that betrayeth me is with me on the table.  And truly the Son of man goeth,  as it was determined: but woe
unto that man by whom he is betrayed! And they began to enquire among themselves, which of them it was that
should do this thing. And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest.
And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise authority
upon them are called benefactors. But ye shall not be so: but he that  is greatest among you, let him be as the
younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve. For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that
serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as he that serveth. Ye are they which have continued
with me in my temptations. And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me; that  ye
may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  And the
Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that  he may sift you as wheat: but I have
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not; and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. And he said unto
him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death. And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock
shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me. And he said unto them, When
I sent you without purse, and scrip, and shoes,  lacked ye any thing? And they said, Nothing. Then said he unto
them, But now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, and likewise his scrip: and he that hath no sword, let him
sell his garment, and buy one. For I say unto you, that this that is written must yet be accomplished in me, And
he was reckoned among the transgressors: for the things concerning me have an end. And they said, Lord,
behold, here are two swords. And he said unto them, It is  enough. And he came out, and went, as he was wont,
to the mount of Olives; and his disciples also followed him. And when he was at the place, he said unto them,
Pray that ye enter not into temptation. And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's cast, and kneeled
down, and prayed, saying, Father, if thou be willing,  remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but
thine, be done. And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him. And being in an agony
he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.  And
when he rose up from prayer, and was come to his disciples, he found them sleeping for sorrow, and said unto
them, Why sleep ye? rise and pray, lest  ye enter into temptation. And while he yet spake, behold a multitude,
and he that was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them, and drew near unto Jesus to kiss him. But
Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss? When they which were about him saw
what would follow, they said unto him, Lord, shall we smite with the sword? And one of them smote the servant
of the high priest, and cut off his right ear. And Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. And he touched
his ear, and healed him. Then Jesus said unto the chief pr iests, and captains of the temple, and the elders, which
were come to him, Be ye come out, as  against a thief, with swords and staves? When I was daily with you in



the temple, ye stretched forth no hands against me: but this is your hour,  and the power of darkness. Then took
they him, and led him, and brought him into the high priest's house. And Peter  followed afar off. And when they
had kindled a fire in the midst of the hall, and were set down together, Peter sat down among them. But a
certain maid beheld him as he sat by the fire, and earnestly looked upon him, and said, This man was also with
him. And he denied him, saying, Woman, I know him not. And after a little while another saw him, and said,
Thou art also of them. And Peter said,  Man, I am not. And about the space of one hour after another
confidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth this fellow also was with him: for he is a Galilæan. And Peter said,
Man, I know not what thou sayest. And immediately, while he yet spake, the cock crew. And the Lord turned,
and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the cock
crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And Peter went out, and wept bitterly. And the men that held Jesus mocked
him, and smote him. And when they had blindfolded him, they struck him on the face, and asked him, saying,
Prophesy,  who is it that smote thee? And many other things blasphemously spake they against him. And as
soon as it was day, the elders of the people and the chief priests and the scribes came together, and led him into
their council, saying, Art thou the Christ? tell us. And he said unto them, If I tell you, ye will not believe: and
if I also ask you, ye will not answer me, nor let me go. Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right hand of
the power of God. Then said they all, Art thou then the Son of God? And he said unto them, Ye say that I am.
And they said, What need we any further witness? for we ourselves have heard of his own mouth. 

Do I pray, “nevertheless, not my will, but thine be done?”

Thursday before Easter, commonly called Maundy Thursday 4/21

The Collect. 

ALMIGHTY Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, did institute the Sacrament of his Body
and Blood; Mercifully grant that we may thankfully receive the same in remembrance of him, who in these holy
myster ies giveth us a pledge of life eternal; the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who now liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit ever, one God, world without end. Amen.

The Gospel. St. John xiii. 1. 

NOW before the feast of the passover,  when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of
this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end. And
supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him; Jesus
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God;
he riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself. After that he poureth
water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was
girded. Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? Jesus
answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt  know hereafter. Peter saith unto
him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. Simon
Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. Jesus saith to him, He that is
washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. For he knew
who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean. So after he had washed their feet, and had taken
his garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? Ye call me Master
and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Master , have washed your feet; ye also ought
to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you. 

Am I willing to be a servant to my brothers and sisters in Christ?



Good Friday 4/22 

The Collects

ALMIGHTY God, we beseech thee graciously to behold this thy family, for which our Lord Jesus Christ was
contented to be betrayed, and given up into the hands of wicked men, and to suffer death upon the cross; who
now liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost ever, one God, world without end. Amen.

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church is governed and sanctified;
Receive our supplications and prayers,  which we offer before thee for all estates of men in thy holy Church,
that every member of the same, in his vocation and ministry, may truly and godly serve thee; through our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

O MERCIFUL God, who hast made all men, and hatest  nothing that thou hast made, nor  desirest the death of
a sinner, but rather that he should be converted and live; Have mercy upon all who know thee not as thou art
revealed in the Gospel of thy Son. Take from them all ignorance, hardness of heart, and contempt of thy Word;
and so fetch them home, blessed Lord, to thy fold, that they may be made one flock under one shepherd, Jesus
Christ our Lord,  who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.

The Gospel. St. John xix. 1. 

PILATE therefore took Jesus, and scourged him. And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it  on his
head, and they put on him a purple robe, and said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him with their hands.
Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that
I find no fault in him. Then came Jesus for th, wear ing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate saith
unto them, Behold the man! When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying,
Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him. The
Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God.
When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid; and went again into the judgment hall, and
saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer. Then sa ith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou
not unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee? Jesus
answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he
that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin. And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews
cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend: whosoever maketh himself a king,
speaketh against Caesar. When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the
judgment-seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha.  And it was the preparation
of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King ! But they cried out,
Away with him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief
priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.  Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And
they took Jesus, and led him away. And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull,
which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha: where they crucified him, and two other with him, on either side one,
and Jesus in the midst.  And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing was, JESUS OF
NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS. This title then read many of the Jews: for the place where Jesus
was crucified was nigh to the city; and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin. Then sa id the chief
priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he said, I am King of the Jews. Pilate
answered, What I have written I have written. Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his
garments, and made four parts , to every soldier a part;  and also his coat: now the coat was without seam,
woven from the top throughout. They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it,
whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among them, and



for my vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers did. Now there stood by the cross of Jesus
his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore
saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son
! Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.
After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I
thirst. Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop,
and put it to his mouth. When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed
his head, and gave up the ghost. The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation,  that the bodies should not
remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their
legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. Then came the soldiers,  and brake the legs of the first,
and of the other which was crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already,
they brake not his legs: but one of the soldiers with a spear  pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood
and water. And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye
might believe. For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be
broken. And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced. 

When I am in sorrow or trouble, do I think about myself or others?

Easter Even 4/23

The Collect

GRANT, O Lord,  that as we are baptized into the death of thy blessed Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, so by
continual mortifying our corrupt  affections we may be buried with him; and that through the grave, and gate
of death, we may pass to our joyful resurrection; for his merits, who died, and was buried, and rose again for
us, the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

St. Matthew xxvii. 57. 

WHEN the even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus'
disciple: he went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus.  Then Pilate commanded the body to be delivered. And
when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb, which
he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great  stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed. And there
was Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, sitting over against the sepulchre. Now the next day, that followed
the day of the preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, saying, Sir,  we remember
that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days I will rise again. Command therefore that the
sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest his disciples come by night, and steal him away, and say unto
the people, He is risen from the dead: so the last error shall be worse than the first. Pilate said unto them, Ye
have a watch: go your way, make it as sure as ye can. So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the
stone, and setting a watch. 

Think about your Lenten journey this year.  What have you gained?


